
Dennis Selness Scholarship Program 
 
Dennis Selness 
The Dennis Selness Scholarship is being provided annually through the Iowa FFA Foundation as 
specified in Selness' will. An agricultural college scholarship will be presented annually in his memory. 
 
Selness was the agricultural education instructor/FFA advisor at Linn-Mar High School, Marion, Iowa, 
for 28 years.  During this time, Selness primarily focused on creating innovative opportunities for 
agricultural education/FFA young people to help them develop to their fullest potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth, and career success. 
 
Selness received an Honorary Iowa FFA Degree in 1982 and was a lifetime member of the FFA Alumni.  
He was the Iowa Ag Science Teacher of the Year in 1993, and received the Iowa Friend of Agriculture 
Award in 1994, Iowa Outstanding Agriculture Program in 2000, Iowa Conservation Teacher of the Year 
in 2001, Marion Times 2004 Marion Citizen of the Year, and earned the National FFA Organization 
Honorary American FFA Degree in 2004. 
 
He was instrumental in development of the Aquaculture Center at Linn-Mar High School; it was 
dedicated in his name. 
 
Dennis Selness passed away on November 23, 2004, after a courageous battle with cancer.  He will 
always be remembered for reaching out to his students — helping them mold their dreams into goals, 
leadership roles, successful careers, and reality. 
  
Objectives 
 
The primary goal of this scholarship program is to encourage FFA members throughout Iowa to prepare 
for a career in agriculture.  This scholarship program is designed to provide a college scholarship to active 
FFA members needing financial assistance.   
 
Scholarship Amount 
 
The Dennis Selness Scholarship Fund will offer one scholarship to a full-time agriculture student.  Half of 
this scholarship will be paid directly to the scholarship recipient's college in August. After successfully 
completing the first semester of eligible enrollment with a minimum semester GPA of 2.0 the second 
payment will be made. 
 
Selection Committee 
 
The Iowa FFA Foundation has been designated to coordinate the Dennis Selness Scholarship and appoint 
a selection committee on an annual basis.  The selection committee shall review the applications and 
select the scholarship recipient.   
 
Scholarship Eligibility 
 
1. Applicant must have been an active FFA member each year of his/her four years of enrollment in 

high school agricultural education.  Active FFA membership and/or FFA Alumni membership shall 
be continued following high school graduation. 

 



2. Applicant shall be a full-time student that has been accepted into a college program that offers an 
agricultural degree, or a 2-year transferable ag program to go on and major in an agricultural 
curriculum.  Applicant shall enroll in one or more agriculture classes each semester of his/her 
scholarship year. 

 
3. The college’s agriculture program must be in Iowa. 
 
4. Recipient shall only receive a Dennis Selness Scholarship one time. 
 
5.   This scholarship is available to applicants who are undergraduate students in two or four year 

programs.  High school seniors, as well as college freshmen, sophomores and juniors are eligible to 
apply; Dennis Selness Scholarships can be awarded to college freshmen through seniors. 

 


